SEEING THE EMPIRE

Secretary and Sir Sidney Greville as Comptroller and
Treasurer of the Household. Lord Claud Hamilton had
been a close companion of the Prince during the War.
No sooner had his home been established than
preparations for the Canadian-American tour were
begun. Not that any rigid plans were made. Indeed,
the Prince was anxious that his programme should permit
as much flexibility and informality as possible; anxious,
too, that the staff accompanying him should be strictly
limited, h was exactly five years and one day after the
outbreak of the VTar when he embarked on H.M.S.
Renown for Canada. On August n he arrived in New-
foundland and, through the people's acclamation,
received a reward for his special interest in the regiment
which that island had sent to the War. Only the weather
failed him. It was as bad as could be. But it did not
deter the crowds. At Saint John, New Brunswick, the
heavy rains seemed to contribute to the rising tide of
enthusiasm. There was no way of keeping the people
under control. They just walked through the ropes
and insisted on knowing the Prince "personally." This
was a surprise for those who, when they first heard of
the Prince's project, shook their heads and prophesied a
poor reception from the hard-headed people of the
Dominion. Perhaps the Prince himself had not been
too sure. It was easy to be glib about his charm and
diffidence and modesty. Indeed, so much had been
garrulously written about these characteristics, so much
picture postcard capital had been made from his smile, that
sceptics had no difficulty in denying their existence, in
declaring them to be manufactured for public consump-
tion. All who lead a public life must pay that penalty of
seeming to be unreal. Yet no one who met and talked with
the Prince in those days could possibly have missed the
reality of his charm. To say that it was dependent upon
the glamour of his position is a complete misunder-
standing, for it was that very glamour, real or supposed,
which he was striving to shed. If ever there was an
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